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MMEA News

Peter Ellsworth Awarded 
MMEA Public Service Award

On March 13th at his retirement 
party, former Michigan Municipal 
Electric Association (MMEA) 
Executive Director Jim Weeks 
had the opportunity to present 
Peter H. Ellsworth with the 
MMEA Public Service Award.  

“It’s hard for me to overstate the 
impact Pete Ellsworth has had 
on protecting Local Control for 
MMEA members. It was a true 
honor to have had the opportunity 
to work alongside Pete on 
important precedent setting 
caselaw and legislation for the 
betterment of MMEA members,” 
said Weeks. 

But first, Weeks had to bring a 
proposal to the MMEA Board 
of Directors at his last meeting. 
A change in policy was needed to allow non-elected 
officials to receive the MMEA Public Service 
Award. Weeks eloquently discussed how Ellsworth 
demonstrated exceptional leadership and made 
important contributions to further the important 
objectives of public power in Michigan. The Board 
needed little convincing, and changed its criteria. 

“I feel privileged to have worked with Pete Ellsworth 
over the 23 years with MMEA,” said Weeks.

Peter Ellsworth (center) flanked by MMEA Executive Director Katie Abraham (left) and 
Jim Weeks (right). In the back row, left to right are:  Tom Richards, Kevin Cornish, 
John Peck, Melanie McCoy, Tom Tarkiewicz and Ray Anderson.

“It’s hard for me to 
overstate the impact 
Pete Ellsworth has had 
on protecting Local 
Control for MMEA 
members.”

--Former MMEA Executive Director, 
Jim Weeks
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Current Developments

Affiliate & Associate 
Member News

U-M to Reduce Emissions 
Through Renewable 
Energy Purchase from 
DTE Energy
The University of Michigan is on track to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions significantly following an 
agreement to buy renewable energy through DTE 
Energy that will result in about half of the purchased 
electricity for the Ann Arbor campus coming from 
Michigan-sourced renewable resources.

U-M has committed to purchase approximately 
200,000 megawatt hours of renewable energy 
annually beginning in 2021 through DTE Energy. 
The agreement is made possible through DTE’s 
MIGreenPower program, a voluntary renewable 
energy program that enables residential and 

AEP Completes Purchase 
of Wind Assets From 
Sempra
AEP Clean Energy Resources the competitive 
renewable energy subsidiary American Electric 
Power (AEP) has completed the purchase of Sempra 
Renewables LLC and its 724 megawatts (MW) of 
operating wind generation and battery assets for 
approximately $1.05 billion. AEP will pay Sempra 
$584 million in cash, which includes $33 million in 
working capital, and assume $470 million in existing 
project debt and tax equity obligations, subject to 
adjustments.

The purchase includes all or part of seven wind farms 
and one battery installation in seven states, including 
Michigan, Colorado, Hawaii, Indiana, Kansas, 
Minnesota and Pennsylvania. Five of the wind farms 
are jointly owned with BP Wind Energy, which will 
retain its ownership share of those projects. Twenty 
employees will join AEP Clean Energy Resources 
from Sempra Renewables.

“The addition of these high-quality renewable assets 
and the experience of our new employees will support 
our long-term strategy to diversify our generation 
fleet,” said Nicholas K. Akins, AEP chairman, 
president and chief executive officer. “We’ve 
targeted a total of $2.2 billion in capital investment 
in competitive, contracted renewables by 2023. The 
long-term contracts and attractive returns associated 
with these existing assets will be immediately 
accretive to earnings and solidify our projected 5 to 7 
percent earnings growth rate.”

The seven operating wind farms all have long-term, 
power purchase agreements (PPAs) for 100 percent of 

the energy produced with investment-grade investor-
owned utilities, municipal utilities and electric 
cooperatives. The project PPAs have an average 
remaining life of 16 years. AEP operating units AEP 
Ohio, Indiana Michigan Power and Southwestern 
Electric Power Company have PPAs with two of the 
wind farms.

AEP plans to cut its carbon dioxide emissions 80 
percent from 2000 emission levels by 2050. The 
company is developing a more balanced portfolio 
of power generation to help achieve this target. 
AEP’s generation capacity has gone from 70 percent 
coal-fueled in 2005 to 46 percent today. Its natural 
gas capacity increased from 19 percent in 2005 
to 27 percent today, and its renewable generation 
capacity has increased from 4 percent in 2005 to 16 
percent today. AEP’s nuclear generation capacity has 
increased from 6 percent in 2005 to 7 percent today.
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commercial customers to attribute up to 100 percent 
of their energy use to Michigan-made wind and solar 
projects.

“Reducing the greenhouse gas footprint of 
electricity that U-M purchases was a key 
recommendation made by members of our campus 
community,” U-M President Mark Schlissel said. 
“This agreement will help us achieve our existing 
GHG reduction goal, and is an important step on 
our university’s road to carbon neutrality.”

Combined with other U-M emission reduction 
efforts, the renewable energy agreement will enable 
U-M to achieve its 2025 greenhouse gas reduction 
goal of reducing GHG emissions 25 percent below 
2006 levels.

“Reducing carbon emissions and supporting our 
state’s clean energy economy are top priorities 
for DTE – in fact, we just accelerated our own 
carbon reduction targets by a decade and will 
reduce emissions by at least 80 percent by 2040,” 
said Trevor F. Lauer, president and COO, DTE 
Electric. U-M joins both Ford and General Motors 

in choosing MIGreenPower to help meet 
enterprise sustainability targets. The program 
is a great way for residential, business and 
commercial customers to reduce their carbon 
footprint easily and affordably.”

DTE plans to build or acquire additional 
renewable energy projects and expand 
MIGreenPower to meet increasing customer 
demand. As the state’s largest producer of 
renewable energy, DTE will more than double its 
renewable energy generation by 2024, investing 
an additional $2 billion. The company also is 
in the process of expanding its MIGreenPower 
program options, creating more opportunities for 
customers who want to support different types of 
renewable energy projects.

U -M’s renewable energy purchase will 
remove nearly 141,500 metric tons of carbon 
dioxide  annually – the greenhouse gas equivalent 
of taking more than 30,000 cars off the road for a 
year.

“Reducing the greenhouse 
gas footprint of electricity 
that U-M purchases was a 
key recommendation made 
by members of our campus 
community. This agreement will 
help us achieve our existing 
GHG reduction goal, and 
is an important step on our 
university’s road to carbon 
neutrality.”

--U-M President Mark Schlissel
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Current Developments

WEC Energy Group 
Report Details Pathway to 
Cleaner Energy Future
WEC Energy Group has unveiled a report on the 
company’s strategy to reduce costs to customers, 
preserve fuel diversity and reduce carbon emissions 
through changes to its generation fleet.

The report, “Pathway to a Cleaner Energy Future,” 
illustrates the approach WEC Energy Group is 
taking to reduce emissions and presents a wide-
ranging analysis of factors that will help shape future 
decision-making.

“At this pivotal time in the energy industry, we have 
made it a priority to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
while maintaining a reliable, resilient and cost-
effective energy system for our customers,” said Gale 
Klappa, Executive Chairman, WEC Energy Group.

In 2016, WEC Energy Group set a goal to reduce total 
carbon emissions by 40 percent, compared to 2005 
levels, by the year 2030. The company is on track 
to meet that goal by 2023 and has announced a new 
goal of reducing carbon emissions by 80 percent from 
2005 levels by 2050.

“When we set a goal, you can count on the fact that 
we have analyzed the risks, benefits and feasibility,” 
said Kevin Fletcher, president and CEO – WEC 
Energy Group. “We’re confident in our ability to 
achieve our 80 percent reduction goal, but it will 
require significant effort, continued improvements in 
technology and reshaping our generation fleet.”

Report highlights:
•	 Emission reductions
	 o By 2030, the company’s goal is to reduce 	
	 total carbon emissions by 40 percent. To 		
	 help achieve that goal, the company projects 	
	 more than 70

	 percent of its electricity supply will come 		
	 from low-and no-carbon sources. 
	 o By 2050, the company’s goal is to reduce 	
	 carbon emissions by 80 percent. To achieve 	
	 that goal the company projects 100 percent 	
	 of electricity supply to come from low- and 	
	 no-carbon sources.
•	 Investments – WEC Energy Group expects to 

invest more than $14 billion between 2019 and 
2023, with a focus on:

	 o Reshaping its generation fleet for a clean, 	
	 reliable future.
	 o Modernizing electric and natural gas 		
	 delivery infrastructure.
	 o Launching advanced metering 			 
	 functionality and upgrading systems and 		
	 equipment.
•	 Business and climate strategy – the company 

strives to provide the best value for customers by 
embracing constructive change, demonstrating 
personal responsibility for results, and using 
creative solutions to meet or exceed customers’ 
expectations.

The report incorporates industry-specific research 
from the Electric Power Research Institute and global 
emissions scenarios used by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change. It includes research and 
analyses testing the resilience of WEC Energy 
Group’s strategy in different climate-related scenarios 
– including scenarios consistent with limiting a global 
temperature rise to less than 2 degrees Celsius.

“At this pivotal time in the 
energy industry, we have 
made it a priority to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions while 
maintaining a reliable, resilient 
and cost-effective energy system 
for our customers.” 

--Gale Klappa, Executive Chairman,
WEC Energy Group.
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Michigan Energy News

Wind Energy Project 
Cancelled in U.P.’s Baraga 
County
Global developer Renewable Energy Systems (RES) 
has decided to stop development of the Summit 
Lake Wind Farm project in Baraga County’s L’Anse 
Township, due to delays in the planning process. A 
release from the company says the project, which was 
proposed last year, no longer made sense financially 
and logistically.

“After a careful review of several factors, RES 
has decided to discontinue the development of 
the Summit Lake Wind project,” said RES project 
manager Sean Stocker. “We have enjoyed working 
with the local community and want to thank all the 
landowners and supporters of the Summit Lake Wind 
project.”

The company had proposed a 130-megawatt wind 
energy facility with 49 turbines, each almost 500 
feet tall. Plans for the wind farm divided local 
residents and faced opposition by some, including 
the group Friends of the Huron Mountains who 
criticized its location in “pristine U.P. wilderness” 
near Lake Superior. The project was also opposed by 
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community who felt it 
threatened hunting and fishing access.
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Michigan Energy News

EGLE Names Regina 
Strong as Environmental 
Justice Public Advocate
Michigan Department 
of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy 
(EGLE) Director Liesl 
Clark has announced 
that Regina Strong 
has been named as 
the department’s 
Environmental Justice 
Public Advocate.  The 
role was created under 
Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer’s Executive 
Order 2019-06, which 
established the Office of 
the Environmental Justice Public 
Advocate within EGLE.

“I am excited to have Regina lead this new office,” 
Clark said.  “It is an important step forward for 
Michigan as this administration elevates our focus on 
environmental justice by creating a dedicated office 
that will work collaboratively across state agencies 
to proactively engage with the community to address 
issues and complaints as they arise.”

Strong is the former Michigan Director for the 
Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal Campaign and brings an 
extensive background in advocacy and public affairs 
to her new role. She previously served in a variety of 
leadership roles, including as the executive director of 
Community Development Advocates of Detroit.

The executive order creating the Office of the 
Environmental Justice Public Advocate also 
established The Interagency Environmental Justice 
Response Team which will include the departments 
of Agriculture and Rural Development, Civil Rights, 

Health and Human Services, Natural Resources, 
and Transportation, as well as the Public Service 
Commission and Michigan Strategic Fund.  As the 
Environmental Justice Public Advocate, Strong will 
serve as chair of the Response Team.

Strong holds a Master of Science degree from Purdue 
University, as well as a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Michigan State University.

Regina Strong

Small Manufacturer 
Energy Waste Reduction 
Program Now Statewide
The Michigan Energy Office (MEO) has made 
its Small Manufacturers Energy Waste Reduction 
Incentive Pilot available statewide. The program 
offers rebates up to $15,000 per eligible 
manufacturing facility for activities and projects 
that lead to onsite energy savings.

“We’re pleased to make this rebate program 
available to small manufacturers throughout 
Michigan,” said Robert Jackson, MEO director. 
“It will help jump-start a variety of energy waste 
reduction activities at small manufacturers, who 
face many challenges. Energy waste reduction 
projects will help them reduce their energy use and 
lower their costs, making them more competitive.”

“It is an important step forward 
for Michigan as this administration 
elevates our focus on environmental 
justice by creating a dedicated 
office that will work collaboratively 
across state agencies...”

--Michigan Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) Director Liesl Clark
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Proposed activities must be directed at achieving 
onsite energy savings at a company’s manufacturing 
facility, provide a minimum one-to-one match, and 
involve no equipment costing $5,000 or more.

Renewable energy, fuel switching, and activities 
involving new construction, ground breaking, 
new and/or modified environmental permits 
and modification of any historical building are 
ineligible. LED lights without advanced energy 
waste reduction controls are additionally ineligible.

Examples of energy waste reduction activities that 
are eligible include:
•	 Insulation.
•	 Energy Star qualified windows and doors.
•	 Variable frequency drives.
•	 Advanced lighting, motor and operational 

controls.
•	 Level II and Level III American Society of 

Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning 
Engineers energy audits.

Companies eligible for the program must be small 
manufacturers in Michigan with 50 or fewer full-
time employees worldwide. Applicants must agree 
to reporting project energy savings, completing 
a one-year follow-up survey, and an MEO news 
release about the project’s success. Total funding 
for this initiative is limited to $50,000.

Michigan Agency for 
Energy Now Part of New 
EGLE
The Michigan Agency for Energy (MAE) has merged 
into the new Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy (EGLE).

MAE, which had been housed under the Department 
of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, will no longer 
exist as its own agency. The Michigan Energy Office, 
which was part of MAE, and MAE’s External Affairs 
team both move over to the new EGLE department.

The Michigan Energy Office’s current funding 
incentives, including sponsorships, rebates, grants and 
loans for energy related projects, will remain in place 
for the near future. Stakeholders will continue to work 
with the office’s staff, led by Director Robert Jackson.
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APPA News

Power Groups Weigh 
In On FAA Proposals to 
Improve Drone Rules
By Paul Ciampoli

The American Public Power Association recently 
submitted joint comments with the Edison Electric 
Institute (EEI) and the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) on two recent 
proposals by the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) that seek to improve rules for commercial 
operators of drones, including utilities that use or seek 
to use drones for infrastructure inspection, siting, and 
other operational functions.

The three trade groups on April 15 submitted joint 
comments in response to the “Safe and Secure 
Operations of Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking” 
(ANPRM) that was issued by the FAA (Docket No. 
FAA-20181086).

The ANPRM invited comment to help the FAA assess 
whether to conduct a formal rulemaking on drone-
related issues such as stand-off distances, payload 
restrictions, altitude, airspeed, and performance 
limitations.

Among other things, the associations said that the 
FAA should not establish an across-the-board stand-
off distance restriction for all small unmanned aircraft 
system operations. 

“The electric industry has successfully operated under 
the Part 107 performance-based rules which properly 
balance the need for flexibility in our operations with 
public safety,” the groups told the FAA.

Part 107 is the common name for the current drone 
regulations that were created in 2016. It stands for the 
part in the Code of Federal Regulations where they are 
found.

They said that the flexibility in Part 107’s 
performance-based rules allows for much wider UAS 
operations to be safely conducted.  “As a result, the 
electric industry knows from experience that the 
adoption of any specific stand-off distance, whether 
vertical or horizontal, has the potential to negatively 
impact electric utility UAS operations.”

The trade groups said that if the FAA determines 
that a stand-off distance is necessary, it should 
adopt separate stand-off distances for the owner/
operators of the electric facilities similar to how 
the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
regulations have different sets of minimum approach 
distances (i.e., stand-off distances) to electric 
facilities for qualified and non-qualified electrical 
workers.

The American Public Power Association, EEI, 
and NRECA said that while they do not support 
an across-the-board mandatory stand-off distance, 
“we would support the establishment of stand-off 
distances for non-utility operated UAS near electric 
infrastructure.”

The groups said that UAS operated by inexperienced 
or careless non-utility pilots have the potential to 
cause outages, violate federal reliability standards, 
and potentially expose critical energy infrastructure 
information.

These concerns have led the three organizations to 
support Section 2209 of the FAA Extension, Safety, 
and Security Act of 2016, which would allow electric 
utilities to petition the FAA to restrict the operation 
of UAS in close proximity to energy infrastructure.

“Creating a stand-off distance from electric 
infrastructure would protect this infrastructure from 
UAS interference, whether benign or nefarious, 
thereby reducing the potential for harm to some of 
our nation’s most critical infrastructure,” the groups 
told the FAA.
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The groups also weighed in on the question of whether 
the FAA should establish additional operating or 
performance limitations and, if so, why.

For line-of-sight missions, current Part 107 restrictions 
satisfactorily address issues regarding public safety 
and national security risks regarding the utilization of 
UAS by electric utilities, the American Public Power 
Association, EEI, and NRECA said.

“This would include all applications regarding 
daytime and nighttime operations. Our member 
utilities are generally comfortable with the Part 
107 speed and altitude restrictions and believe they 
appropriately balance the need for flexibility with the 
need to ensure public safety.”

Operation of Small Unmanned Aircraft Over 
People Proposed Rule

The three groups also filed comments with the FAA 
on April 15 in response to an Operation of Small 

Unmanned Aircraft Over People Proposed Rule 
(Docket No. FAA-20181087).

The FAA proposes to amend Part 107 to enable 
routine small UAS operations over people and at 
night. 

The FAA said that the Proposed Rule is based on 
the experience it has gained since publishing Part 
107 and represents the next step in the “incremental 
approach” to integrating UAS into the National 
Airspace System to meet the demands for “increased 
operational flexibility.”

The American Public Power Association, EEI, and 
NRECA said they share the FAA’s desire to further 
integrate small UAS operations “and appreciate 
the recognition that operational flexibility must be 
maintained in order for this technology to reach its 
potential.”

(See, Drone, continued in page 12)
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APPA News

Operations at night

The groups said that they support the Proposed Rule’s 
proposal to allow routine nighttime operations.

“UAS have demonstrated the ability to more 
efficiently and accurately identify damage 
over traditional methods in certain operational 
circumstances. In the event of an outage, this can 
result in a more rapid restoration of service.” 

“Most importantly, using small UAS in these 
instances would also improve safety for personnel 
by allowing utilities to conduct these inspections 
without putting a person near potentially dangerous 
conditions or high voltage facilities.”

Operations over people

The groups said they also support the FAA’s proposal 
to allow routine operations over people, when such 
operations can be done with minimal risk. 

The ability to conduct such operations has the 
potential to benefit electric utilities in multiple ways, 
they noted. 

“For example, under the current Part 107 regulations, 
inspecting a substation using a small UAS requires 
removing all substation employees from the area 
being inspected to comply with Part 107’s prohibition 
against operations over uninvolved persons.”

Manufacturers

The American Public Power Association, EEI, 
and NRECA said that the final rule should require 
manufacturers to identify permissible modifications 
in terms of weight, size, and shape, as opposed 
to specific identification of a make or model of 
equipment.

“This performance-based approach will ensure that 
future technologies that offer increased benefits 
to the electric industry UAS operators can be 
accommodated within the established framework 
developed herein,” the groups said in their 
comments.

They support the need for manufacturer 
accountability and support the Proposed Rule with 
one modification.

The Proposed Rule would give manufacturers 
flexibility in how they notify UAS owners of an 
issue.  These options include, but are not limited to, 

Drone
continued from page 11

Given that outages can happen at any time of the 
day or night, the ability to conduct UAS operations 
at night without a waiver is a significant benefit 
to electric utilities, the American Public Power 
Association, EEI, and NRECA said.

“Nighttime operations are also critical when 
responding to storms or natural disasters. Operating 
small UAS at night along with helicopters and/or 
small UAS during the day will effectively cut patrol 
time in half by allowing around the clock operations 
yielding critical information to the storm centers to 
make better informed decisions on restoration work 
planning.  UAS operations additionally have the 
potential to deliver valuable data that is not available 
via helicopter inspection. The ultimate result will be 
a quicker and more efficient restoration and better 
information to electric customers,” the groups told the 
FAA.

“UAS have demonstrated 
the ability to more efficiently 
and accurately identify 
damage over traditional 
methods in certain 
operational circumstances.”
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a notice on the manufacturer’s website, electronic 
notification to all registered owners, or an update to 
the small UAS software.

“Given the importance of this information, the FAA 
should require a more uniform approach to how 
this type of information is distributed.  Otherwise, 
each UAS manufacturer could adopt a different 
method, leaving owners with the obligation of 
tracking which manufacturer uses which method,” 
the American Public Power Association, EEI, and 
NRECA said.

Timing of a final rule

The groups noted that the FAA has been clear that it 
will not finalize the Proposed Rule until it has first 
finalized its policy concerning remote identification 
of small UAS.

While they appreciate the importance of remote 
identification and the role it plays in ensuring 
that expanded UAS operations can be conducted 
safely, the groups expressed their concern “with 
the continuing delays in when the FAA expects 
to formally propose the remote identification 
rulemaking and the resulting delays in the ability 
for the utility industry to benefit from the advances 
proposed in the Proposed Rule.”

They pointed out that the delays associated with 
the remote identification rulemaking have impacts 
beyond the finalization of the Proposed Rule in 
Docket No. FAA-20181087.

Specifically, the groups said that remote 
identification is a necessary element before any 
rulemaking which would permit routine BVLOS 
(Beyond Visual Line of Sight) operation “and is 
therefore of great importance to the electric utility 
industry.” 

Remote identification is also important for owners 
of critical infrastructure to identify wayward UAS, 
whether nefarious or benign in intent. 

When the FAA eventually releases counter UAS 
rules and rules for owners of critical infrastructure to 
petition for “no fly” zones, remote identification is 
necessary to enforce these rules. 

“As a result, we respectfully request that the FAA 
expedite the release of the remote identification 
rulemaking as a necessary step in fulfilling Congress’ 
directive to integrate small UAS into the National 
Airspace System.” 
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APPA News

Michigan Proposal Would 
Result in Higher Fees for 
EVs
By Peter Maloney

A proposal put forward by Gretchen Whitmer, 
Michigan’s Democratic governor, would increase fees 
imposed on owners of electric vehicles.

Whitmer has proposed increasing the state’s fuel tax 
by 45 cents per gallon to help fund the upkeep of 
Michigan roads. Michigan’s current fuel tax is 23.6 
cents per gallon.

Under a 2015 law, increases in the state’s fuel tax 
trigger surcharges on electric and hybrid-electric 
vehicles. The law was an attempt to preserve highway 
funding sources by creating an offset to anticipated 
declines in fuel sales as more electric vehicles take 
to the road. The law also aimed to make sure electric 
vehicle owners pay their fair share for highway 
maintenance.

If Whitmer’s proposal moves forward, the annual 
surcharge on an all-electric vehicle could increase to 
$360, up from $130, and the surcharge on a plug-in 
hybrid vehicle could go to $150, up from $47.50. If 
enacted, the increase would make Michigan’s fuel 
tax the highest in the nation. A poll by the Marketing 
Resource Group found that 75% of Michigan 
residents oppose the proposed 45-cent gas tax hike.

Whitmer’s proposal would raise nearly $2.5 billion 
in funds to fix roads in Michigan. Fixing the state’s 
roads was one of Whitmer’s campaign pledges. She 
was elected in 2018.

While the electric vehicle surcharge aims to achieve 
equity among all drivers for the funding of roadways, 
electric vehicle advocates say the higher surcharge 

would act as a disincentive to purchasing an electric 
vehicle.

Michigan does not offer any statewide tax credits, 
rebates, or incentives for purchasing an electric 
vehicle. The state ranks 13th in electric vehicle 
ownership. Only 4,100 electric vehicles are registered 
in Michigan and only 0.59% of vehicles sold in the 
state in 2018 were electric. The national average is 
about 1%.

Even without rising levels of electric vehicle 
ownership, states across the nation are facing 
declining fuel tax revenues and, in reaction, are 
scrambling to find other sources to fund roadway 
maintenance.

A total of 20 states have enacted legislation requiring 
a special registration fee for hybrid and plug-in 
electric vehicles that is in addition to a standard motor 
vehicle registration fee, according to the National 
Conference of State Legislatures.

APPA Supports EV 
Charging Station 
Legislation
Paul Ciampoli

The American Public Power Association is 
supporting legislation introduced by Sen. Tom 
Carper, D-Del., that would provide grant funding 
for the installation of electric vehicle charging 
stations and hydrogen fueling infrastructure along 
designated corridors across the National Highway 
System.

Carper, the top Democrat on the Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee, 
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introduced the Clean Corridors Act of 2019, in early 
March. The bill would update a provision in the 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act passed 
in 2015.

The bill would secure $300 million in funding each 
year over 10 years to support the installation of EV 
charging and hydrogen fueling stations across the 
National Highway System, including in rural areas 
that may not currently have fueling stations.

The bill includes language that would allow public 
power distribution utilities, as well as joint action 
agencies and other types of public power entities, to 
be grant recipients.

In an April 11 news release, Carper’s office noted a 
broad coalition of stakeholders support the measure, 
including the Association.

“Public power utilities are uniquely situated to 
facilitate the deployment of electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure in the communities they serve,” said 
Desmarie Waterhouse, Vice President of Government 
Relations and Counsel at the Association.

She said the Association supports Carper’s bill 
“because it would promote the build-out of EV 
infrastructure needed to support electrification of the 
transportation sector.”

“Public power utilities 
are uniquely situated to 
facilitate the deployment of 
electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure in the 
communities they serve.” 

--Desmarie Waterhouse, Vice President of 
Government Relations and 
Counsel at the Association
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APPA News

APPA  Recognizes 
Utilities for Reliable and 
Safe Service
Paul Ciampoli

Forty-eight of the nation’s more than 2,000 public 
power utilities earned the Reliable Public Power Pro-
vider (RP3)® designation from the American Public 
Power Association for providing reliable and safe 
electric service.

Aaron Haderle, Manager of Transmission and Distri-
bution Operations at Florida-based Kissimmee Utility 
Authority and chair of the Association’s RP3 Review 
Panel, presented the designations on April 1 during 
the Association’s annual Engineering & Operations 
Technical Conference held in Colorado Springs, Colo.

“Receiving an RP3 designation is a great honor. It 
demonstrates that a utility strives for a high level of 
service and is constantly looking to improve,” said 
Haderle. “Aside from demonstrating reliability, these 
designated utilities have shown commitment to sys-
tem improvement, safety, and developing a strong and 
sustainable workforce.”

The RP3 designation, which lasts for three years, 
recognizes public power utilities that demonstrate 
proficiency in four key disciplines: reliability, safety, 
workforce development and system improvement.

Criteria include sound business practices and a utility-
wide commitment to safe and reliable delivery of 
electricity.

This year, 48 utilities earned the designation and, in 
total, 275 of the more than 2,000 public power utili-
ties nation-wide hold the RP3 designation.

This is the fourteenth year that RP3 recognition has 
been offered.

Michigan Public Power utilities that have received the 
RP3 designation over the past three years are:

Diamond Level
Holland Board of Public Works (2019)
Lansing Board of Water & Light,(2017)
Lowell Light and Power (2018)
Marquette Board of Light and Power (2017)
Zeeland Board of Public Works (2019)

Platinum Level
Coldwater Board of Public Utilities (2018)
Grand Haven Board of Light & Power (2018)
Traverse City Light & Power (2018)

Gold Level
Bay City Electric Light and Power (2017)
Hillsdale Board of Public Utilities (2017)

Public Power Utilities 
Earn Safety Award of 
Excellence
By Paul Ciampoli

One hundred thirteen utilities have earned the 
American Public Power Association’s Safety Award 
of Excellence for safe operating practices in 2018.

Keith Cutshall, Chair of the Association’s Safety 
Committee and Safety Director at Clarksville 
Department of Electricity in Tennessee, presented the 
awards on April 1 during the Association’s annual 
Engineering & Operations Technical Conference, held 
in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

“Safety programs are paramount to the well-being 
of employees that work for electric utilities,” said 
Cutshall. “The utilities receiving this award have 
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proven that safety is of the utmost importance in the 
operation of their companies.”

Three hundred twenty-five utilities entered the annual 
Safety Awards, which is the highest number of 
entrants in the history of the program.

Entrants were placed in categories according to their 
number of worker hours and ranked based on the 
most incident-free records during 2018. The incidence 
rate, used to judge entries, is based on the number of 
work-related reportable injuries or illnesses and the 
number of worker-hours during 2018, as defined by 
the Occupational Safety and Health Administration.

Michigan Public Power utilities that have received the 
2018APPA Safety Award of Excellence are:
•	 Lowell Light & Power 
•	 Marquette Board of Power and Light 
•	 Sebewaing Light & Water 
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US Wind Development 
Pipeline Grew by 6,146 
MW in First Quarter
New AWEA report reveals more US wind power 
capacity under construction and advanced 
development than ever before

A burst of new wind farm announcements in the first 
quarter of 2019 propelled the total volume of U.S. 
wind power construction and development activity to 
a record level according to the newly released U.S. 
Wind Industry First Quarter 2019 Market Report. 

The American Wind Energy Association’s (AWEA) 
report reveals that U.S. project developers announced 
new wind farms with a total capacity of 6,146 
megawatts (MW) in the first quarter of 2019, 
which is more than the capacity of all the currently 
operational wind farms in California. The additional 
capacity brings the U.S. construction and advanced 
development pipeline to a record-breaking 39,161 
MW, an 11 percent increase over the previous quarter. 
Eight states are now on track to double their installed 
wind capacity.   

“With nearly 40,000 MW in development, America’s 
largest source of renewable energy generating 
capacity is on a path to grow by 40 percent in the near 
term,” said Tom Kiernan, CEO of AWEA. “In doing 
so, we’ll create thousands of additional American jobs 
and new economic opportunities for factory towns 
and rural communities across the country.”  

Of the total wind pipeline, 17,213 MW were under 
construction across 21 states at the end of first quarter. 
Texas boasted the most wind under construction with 
6,528 MW—1,255 MW of which is new this year. 
Project developers also reported 21,949 MW of wind 
capacity in the advanced development stage, which 
also reached a record level. Projects in advanced 
development have not yet begun construction but 
are likely to come online in the near term because 

they have either signed a long-term contract, placed 
turbine orders, or are proceeding under utility 
ownership.

A total of 841 MW of wind projects came online 
during the first quarter, elevating the country’s total 
installed capacity to 97,223 MW. Iowa led the nation 
in new capacity installations with 536 MW brought 
online. This continues the robust growth the industry 
has seen in recent years.

The industry’s strong development pipeline is feeding 
growing U.S. demand for low-cost, clean energy. The 
first quarter of 2019 saw the second strongest volume 
of power purchase agreements (PPAs) since AWEA 
began tracking procurement activity, with 2,717 
MW of wind PPAs signed. Utilities signed contracts 
totaling 2,694 MW, led by Northern Indiana Public 
Service Company and National Grid. In addition, 
utilities announced plans to build and own 1,049 MW 
of wind in the first quarter, underscoring continued 
utility appetite to own and rate-base wind projects.

The drive for more wind energy has spurred 
innovation, bringing down costs and making wind the 
least expensive source of new electricity generation 
in much of the U.S. And the number of projects 
deploying even more powerful and efficient wind 
turbines is growing. Nearly 30 percent of projects that 
have already selected a turbine model are deploying 
turbines with nameplate capacities of 3 MW or 
higher—with 3.5 MW and larger models being used 
in 18 different projects. Expanding turbine model 
variety allows developers to better customize wind 
farms to their local resource and deliver even more 
affordable energy to consumers.

“With nearly 40,000 MW in 
development, America’s largest 
source of renewable energy 
generating capacity is on a path 
to grow by 40 percent in the near 
term.” 

--Tom Kiernan, CEO of AWEA

U.S Energy News
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DOE Announces $20 
Million for Initiative 
to Accelerate Carbon 
Capture, Utilization, and 
Storage
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
has announced up to $20 million in federal 
funding for cooperative agreements that will 
help accelerate the deployment of carbon 
capture, utilization, and storage (CCUS). 
The selected projects will support the Office 
of Fossil Energy’s (FE) Carbon Storage 
Program.

“Carbon capture is essential to lowering 
global carbon emissions,” said U.S. 
Secretary of Energy Rick Perry.“ By 
accelerating the deployment of this 
indispensable technology, the United States 
can continue to use its domestic energy 
resources for decades to come without 
compromising the environment.”

Through this funding opportunity, DOE aims 
to award cooperative agreements to research 
and development (R&D) projects that will 
help identify and address regional storage 
and transport challenges currently facing the 
development of CCUS. 

This funding opportunity seeks to preserve, 
share, and advance existing R&D by:
•	 Addressing key technical challenges
•	 Facilitating data collection, sharing, and 

analysis
•	 Evaluating regional infrastructure
•	 Promoting regional technology transfer.

“As the leading clean energy technology for 
emission reduction, CCUS is a critical part of our 
R&D portfolio,” said Assistant Secretary for Fossil 
Energy Steven Winberg.  “By investing in research 
that will help identify and overcome these ongoing 
storage and transport challenges, FE hopes to 
bring CCUS that much closer to widespread 
industry deployment across the United States—and 
eventually the world.”
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Calendar of Events

Fast Facts
With warmer weather, it’s 
important to remember safe 
digging tips:
1.	 Contact MISS DIG 811 at least 

three business days before 
digging to have underground 
utilities marked.

2.	 Wait to dig until you are sure all 
lines are marked with flags and/
or paint or cleared by the utility. 
Confirm this by calling MISS DIG 
at 8-1-1 or visiting response.
missdig811.org

3.	 Be sure to contact MISS DIG 
811 prior to digging if using 
a contractor, or be sure that 
person makes the contact.

May 23, 2019 	 MMEA 2019 Spring Membership Meeting, 	
	 Grand Rapids, MI

June 19, 2019 	 MMEA Board of Directors Meeting and 	
	 Legislative Luncheon, Lansing, MI

July 11, 2019 	 MMEA Board of Directors Meeting, 		
	 Lansing, MI

July 24 - 26, 2019	 Michigan Energy Providers Conference, 	
	 Grand Hotel - Mackinac Island

Oct.  8 - 11, 2019 	 MMEA 2018 Fall Conference, 			 
	 Grand Traverse Resort, Acme, MI


