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APPA News

(See, Dingell, continued on page 4)

Jim Weeks (right) presenting 
MMEA Public Service awards 
to Congressman John Dingell 
& Congressman Bart Stupak. 
Former APPA CEO Alan 
Ricardson stands to the left.

Former Congressman 
John Dingell Dies at 92
“The Lion of the United States Congress,” Michigan Congressman John 
Dingell, Jr., has died at the age of 92. First elected in 1955 and serving until 
his retirement in 2014, he was the longest-serving member in congressional 
history. Dingell recently entered hospice care after a cancer diagnosis.

“He will be remembered for his decades 
of public service to the people of 
Southeast Michigan, his razor sharp wit, 
and a lifetime of dedication to improving 
the lives of all who walk this earth,” said 
Congresswoman Debbie Dingell, John 
Dungell’s wife and successor in Congress.

Dingell wielded immense power over the 
course of his time in the House, despite 
never serving in the elected Democratic 
leadership. His influence stemmed from 
his tenure as chairman of the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee from 
1981 to 1995 and again from 2007 to 
2009.

“John Dingell was a great friend to 
Michigan public power and a tireless advocate for a sound and sustainable 
energy policy. During his tenure, Dingell also left his mark on bedrock 
environmental legislation including the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, 
National Environmental Policy Act, Endangered Species Act and climate 
change policies,” said Katie Abraham, Executive Director of the Michigan 
Municipal Electric Association.

“Today the great State of Michigan said farewell to one of our greatest 
leaders. John Dingell will forever be remembered as ‘The Dean’ of Congress 
not simply for the length of his service, but for his unparalleled record 
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Dingell
continued from page 3

of legislative 
accomplishments. 
The Congressman’s 
grit, humility and 
humor taught us all 
that we can disagree 
without being 
disagreeable, while 
still finding common 
ground and working 
together to get things 	
done,” said Governor 	
Gretchen Whitmer.

Kristin Dziczek, vice president of the Industry, 
Labor & Economics Group at the Center for 
Automotive Research in Ann Arbor, said: 
“Dingell’s role in saving the auto industry simply 
can’t be overstated. He was instrumental to saving 
Chrysler and General Motors in 2009.” 

Dingell’s record tenure as the longest-serving 
member of Congress began upon his first election 
to Congress more than six decades ago. But his 
roots on Capitol Hill started to take form in his 
childhood.

He often visited the Capitol with his father, 
former Representative John Dingell Sr. 
(D-Mich.), and served as a House page when he 
was 12 years old.

Dingell’s father served in the House for 22 
years until he died in office in 1955. Dingell, 
at the time only 29, ran in the special election 
to replace his father and continue the family 
dynasty.

John Dingell gained deep respect on both 
sides of the aisle on Capitol Hill for his 
legislative prowess while shaping some of the 

most consequential bills in the past century. 
Including landmark votes on civil rights, 
Medicare, and the Affordable Care Act. Former 
President Obama paid tribute to his efforts on 
health care in a statement. “John sat beside me 
when I signed the Affordable Care Act — a 
law that nearly cut in half the uninsured rate in 
America,” Obama said.

Obama also credited Dingell for his efforts in 
providing relief for the auto industry, “saving 
the livelihoods of 1 million Americans.”

Dingell with President Kennedy

Dingell receiving the Presidential Medal of Freedom from 
President Obama

Dingell with President George H.W. Bush
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Holland BPW Offering 
300 Free Trees through 
Arbor Day Foundation
Holland Board of Public Works (HBPW), partnering 
with the City of Holland, is providing 300 free trees 
to HBPW electric customers through the Arbor Day 
Foundation’s Energy-Saving Trees program. This 
program helps communities across the United States 
save energy and expand their tree canopies.

“We’re the first in the State of Michigan to offer 
this tree planting program,” said Morgan Kelley, 
conservation programs specialist, HBPW. “Planting a 
tree in your yard strategically can help lower energy 
bills as well as provide environmental benefits, 
including air absorption, water filtration, and carbon 
capture.”

Holland BPW electric customers can reserve their 
free tree at arborday.org/HBPW.  

“The online tool walks customers through reserving 
a tree and guides them in selecting the most strategic 
planting location for maximum impact,” said Kelley. 
“It also estimates annual energy savings and uses 
the customer’s overhead and underground utility 
information to ensure trees are planted away from 
power lines and underground infrastructure.” 

Participants are expected to care for and plant their 
tree in the location provided by the online tool. 
Customers may choose one of four species: red 
maple, river birch, royal star magnolia or prairiefire 
crabapple. 

Residents must call MISS DIG at 811 before planting 
their tree. 

Current Developments

Member News
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Current Developments

Affiliate & Associate 
Member News

MMEA Welcomes 
Associate Members
MMEA welcomes back returning Associate Member 
Power System Engineering, Inc. (PSE), a full 
service consulting firm for electric utilities. PSE 
clients include distribution cooperatives, generation 
and transmission cooperatives, investor-owned 
utilities, municipal utilities, public utility districts, 
and industry associations.

The professionals at PSE include engineers, 
economists, and financial analysts. Their team 
has extensive experience in all facets of the utility 
industry. They are employee-owned and independent, 
which gives their clients the confidence that their 
team is motivated to satisfy their needs and represent 
their interests.

Contact: Erik Sonju, President
1532 W. Broadway, Suite 103
Madison, WI 53713
Phone: 608-268-3528
Web: www.PowerSystem.org

Consumers Energy Sets 
Goals for Smart Energy 
District in Jackson
Consumers Energy announced its goals for the 
Jackson Smart Energy District, an efficient, 
affordable, clean energy hub in its hometown. The 
Jackson Smart Energy District aims to achieve 2040 
Clean Energy goals 15 to 20 years early -- including 
producing 40 percent of the District’s energy needs 
from on-site renewable sources.

“Consumers Energy is excited to promote economic 
development in our backyard and to highlight Jackson 
as a hub for innovation in our industry,” said Patti 
Poppe, Consumers Energy’s president and CEO. 
“We’re moving forward today with plans that will 
make Jackson an even more attractive place to live, 
work and innovate, and provide a picture of the 
energy future that will transform our entire state.”

The energy provider’s goals for the Jackson Smart 
Energy District – a four-square-block area near the 
Consumers Energy headquarters – are the same as 
the Company’s. Consumers Energy will work with 
private businesses and the city to reduce the Jackson 
Smart Energy District’s carbon emissions by 90 
percent and provide 40 percent of its energy from on-
site renewable sources such as solar panels and with 
advanced energy efficiency technologies.

Consumers Energy is putting out a Request for 
Information nationally to attract the best ideas from 
entrepreneurial and high tech companies that can 
provide the next generation of energy solutions here 
in our hometown.

“We want to connect with the companies, 
technologies, business models and innovative 
solutions that will meet our community’s energy 
needs,” Poppe said. “We are striving to provide clean 
energy and to put Jackson, Michigan on the map as a 
magnet for energy innovation and the top ideas in the 
world.”

Ideas for the Smart Energy District may include solar 
panels, battery storage, energy efficiency, energy 
management and electric vehicle charging stations.

The district is bordered by Louis Glick Highway, 
Michigan Avenue and Blackstone and Jackson streets, 
and it is home to several private development projects 
that have been announced or are in the works.
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Dave Almasian joined Transparent Energy as an 
Account Executive, transitioning from his role as 
a Senior Account Manager at a Consumers Energy 
Company where he served for 39 years. 

Jan Rosso, former Executive Vice President of a 
regional energy management company, comes to 
Transparent Energy with over 29 years of industry 
experience.    

Transparent Energy has a history of strong growth, 
superior performance, and prides itself on providing 
personalized customer service and transactional 
excellence through strong industry connections and 
intelligent risk management. 

Contact: Dan Rosso, Founder & CEO
19 Clifford St.
Detroit, Michigan 48226
Phone: 313.458.8666
Email: danrosso@transparentenergyllc.com
Website: http://transparentenergyllc.com/

Transparent Energy was founded to bring clarity 
to the energy procurement process and provide 
customers with the resources needed to make 
informed decisions.  It is Transparent Energy’s goal to 
educate customers on the fundamentals of commodity 
markets and simplify the forever changing regulatory 
and trading environment. 

Transparent Energy is led by a seasoned, well-
respected team, many with decades of experience in 
the sector. 

Founder and CEO Dan Rosso brings 15 years of 
experience in the national gas industry.  Prior to 
founding Transparent Energy, Dan worked at BP 
at its Structured Products desk, where he offered 
distinct risk management solutions to help customers 
minimize price volatility, manage annual budgets, and 
understand the shifting fundamentals of the natural 
gas market. 
 



MMEA CurrentsPage 8

Current Developments

AEP Signs Agreement 
to Purchase Wind Assets 
from SEMPRA
American Electric Power has announced that its 
competitive renewable energy subsidiary has signed 
an agreement to acquire Sempra Renewables LLC 
and its 724 megawatts (MW) of operating wind 
generation and battery assets for approximately 
$1.056 billion, including $551 million in cash, 
assumption of $343 million in existing project debt 
and $162 million in tax equity obligation. The final 
acquisition cost will be subject to closing and working 
capital adjustments.  

Sempra Renewables, a subsidiary of Sempra Energy, 
jointly owns all or part of seven wind farms and 
one battery installation in seven states, including 
Michigan. Five of the wind farms are jointly owned 
with BP Wind Energy. BP Wind Energy will retain its 
ownership share of those projects.  

“Our long-term strategy is focused on diversifying 
our generation portfolio including expanding our 
ownership of renewable generation. We targeted 
$2.2 billion of capital investment in competitive, 
contracted renewables by 2023. Adding these high-
quality renewable assets to our portfolio will achieve 
a significant portion of that goal this year. The long-
term contracts and attractive returns associated with 
these existing assets will be immediately accretive 
to earnings and solidify our projected 5 to 7 percent 
earnings growth rate. The business also includes a 
pipeline of development projects that could provide 
additional value,” said Nicholas K. Akins, AEP 
chairman, president and chief executive officer.

AEP reaffirms its 2019 operating earnings guidance 
range of $4.00 to $4.20 per share.

The seven operating wind farms have an average 
capacity factor of 37 percent. They are located 

in Colorado, Hawaii, Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, 
Minnesota and Pennsylvania. They all have long-
term, power purchase agreements (PPAs) for 100 
percent of the energy produced with investment-
grade investor-owned utilities, municipal utilities 
and electric cooperatives. The project PPAs have an 
average remaining life of 16 years. AEP operating 
units AEP Ohio, Indiana Michigan Power and 
Southwestern Electric Power Company have PPAs 
with two of the wind farms.

AEP expects to finance the acquisition with a 
combination of debt, equity, and/or equity-linked 
securities. The transaction is expected to close in the 
second quarter of 2019 and is subject to approvals 
from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and 
Hart-Scott-Rodino clearance.

AEP Renewables also recently signed a separate 
agreement to purchase a 75 percent interest (227 
MW) in the Santa Rita East Wind Project currently 
under construction west of San Angelo, Texas. AEP 
Renewables will acquire its share of the project upon 
completion in mid-2019.  

AEP’s competitive renewable generation portfolio 
currently includes 351 MW of contracted renewable 
generation including wind and solar projects in Texas 
(261 MW wind), California (20 MW solar), Nevada 
(50 MW solar) and Utah (20 MW solar).

The portfolio will grow to 1,302 MW of renewable 
generation in 11 states after close of the Sempra 
transaction and completion of Santa Rita, making 
AEP the seventh largest utility owner of competitive 
wind generation in the United States.

AEP has announced a plan to cut its carbon dioxide 
emissions 60 percent from 2000 emission levels by 
2030 and 80 percent from 2000 emission levels by 
2050. The company is developing a more balanced 
portfolio of power generation to help achieve those 
targets. AEP’s generation capacity has gone from 
70 percent coal-fueled in 2005 to 47 percent today. 
Its natural gas capacity increased from 19 percent 
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in 2005 to 28 percent today, and its renewable 
generation capacity has increased from 4 percent in 
2005 to 14 percent today. After closure of the Sempra 
transaction, AEP’s renewable generation portfolio 
will increase to 16 percent, coal will be 46 percent, 
natural gas will be 27 percent and nuclear generation 
will remain the same.

Ford Motor Company to 
Procure Locally Sourced 
Michigan Wind Energy 
Through Collaboration 
with DTE Energy
Ford Motor Company’s Dearborn Truck Plant, 
Michigan Assembly Plant, and several new buildings 
on the Ford Research and Engineering Campus 
and Corktown campus, including Michigan Central 
Station, will soon be powered by 100 percent locally 
sourced renewable energy. This is in addition to the 
500-kilowatt solar photovoltaic panel system already 
in place at Michigan Assembly.

This collaboration is part of a commitment by Ford to 
a substantial renewable energy procurement through 
DTE Energy’s MIGreenPower program, supporting 
the company’s Southeast Michigan portfolio and 
providing 500,000 megawatt hours of locally sourced 
Michigan wind energy.

“Ford supports the implementation of renewable 
energy where the project can be tied to the 
customer’s facility, either directly or through the 
local distribution utility, and we believe that supports 
local jobs, improves the local environment and adds 
resiliency to the local grid,” said George Andraos, 
Ford Global Director of Energy and Technology. 
“This project is a great investment for the State of 
Michigan and will have direct impact on our state.”

“Ford is proud to be a part of this initiative, as it 
builds on the early achievement of our aggressive 
30 percent per vehicle carbon reduction target,” said 
Andy Hobbs, Director, Environmental Quality Office. 
“That early achievement reduced the company’s 
annual footprint by 3.4 million metric tons.”

Ford plans to announce a new Global Carbon 
Reduction Strategy, which will focus on renewable 
energy in conjunction with the launch of the 
company’s 20th annual Sustainability Report in June.

With MIGreenPower, DTE electric customers 
can join the company’s efforts to develop more 
Michigan-made renewable energy by matching 
their energy use to local wind and solar projects. In 
January, DTE received approval from the Michigan 

(See, Ford, continued on page 10)
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Current Developments

Public Service Commission (MPSC) to expand its 
voluntary renewable offerings to include a tariff 
designed specifically for large corporate and industrial 
customers. Ford is the first company to announce 
involvement with this new tariff.

“Expanding MIGreenPower to help our largest 
corporate customers meet their sustainability goals is 
another milestone in our clean energy transformation,” 
said Trevor F. Lauer, president and COO, DTE 
Electric. “It’s exciting that iconic Ford vehicles like 
the F-150 will be built in a plant powered by DTE 
wind energy, and we appreciate the leadership role 
Ford is taking in reducing its carbon footprint and 
supporting our state’s clean energy economy.”

Ford
continued from page 9

Consumers Energy 
Announces Plans to 
Develop Solar Power Plant 
in Cadillac
Consumers Energy has announced plans to develop 
its third solar power plant in Cadillac, building on its 
Triple Bottom Line commitment to people, the planet 
and Michigan’s prosperity.

“Consumers Energy is taking a 
stand for our planet with our Clean 
Energy Plan that includes over 
40 percent of our energy coming 
from renewable sources,” said 
Brian Rich, Consumers Energy’s 
senior vice president for customer 
experience. “We are excited to 
pursue a project that should be 
good for a community we serve 
and Michigan’s clean energy future.”

The Cadillac City Council this week approved an 
agreement to allow Consumers Energy to place 
solar panels on the Mitchell-Bentley property, a 
currently vacant site with a manufacturing history 
that dates to the late 1800s.

The solar power plant, which still needs regulatory 
approvals, would generate half a megawatt of 
electricity, enough to power as many as 100 homes 
at a time. It could be operating before the summer 
of 2020.

Consumers Energy currently operates two solar 
projects in Michigan, at Grand Valley State 
University and Western Michigan University. 
Together, those two locations generate enough 
power to serve over 800 homes at a time.

The Cadillac location would join the two sites in 
the company’s Solar Gardens community solar 
program. Customers who enroll in Solar Gardens 
pay as little as $10 a month to support solar 
projects and receive bill credits based on electricity 
that’s generated.

“This is a wonderful example of a collaboration 
between the public and private sectors, all for the 
good of our community,” said Marcus Peccia, 
Cadillac city manager. “We have an opportunity to 
clean up a blighted brownfield site, and residents 
will be able to connect to a renewable energy 
source right here in our backyard.”

Consumers previously built a 1-megawatt solar power plant at Western 
Michigan University in Kalamazoo as part of the Solar Gardens program.
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Michigan Energy News

Governor Whitmer 
Requests Review of State 
Energy Systems
Governor Gretchen Whitmer has formally requested 
that the Michigan Public Service Commission 
conduct a statewide review of supply and 
deliverability of natural gas, electricity, and propane 
contingency planning. In a letter to MPSC Chair 
Sally Talberg, Governor Whitmer is requesting that 
the MPSC complete their initial report by July 1, 
2019, and that it evaluate whether or not systems 
are prepared for changing conditions and extreme 
weather events.

“We need to make sure that Michigan is prepared if 
we’re faced with another energy emergency,” said 
Gov. Whitmer. “Last week, Michigan families and 
businesses stepped up when Consumers Energy 
requested that we all turn down our heat to 65 
degrees, and because of the sacrifices we made 
together, people across the state were able to get 
through a 48-hour period of life-threatening weather 
safely. 

As a direct result of climate change, Michigan is 
sure to experience more record-setting temperatures 
and extreme weather events in the future. The state 
needs to be prepared, and that means ensuring we 
have a reliable and affordable energy supply to keep 
our economy moving and keep families safe.”

Governor Whitmer requested that the review 
includes a description of the MPSC’s current plans 
for distributing energy during emergencies, an 
evaluation of the existing gas efficiency program, 
identification of areas or types of systems that are 
most at risk, and more details that will determine 
what work needs to be done to ensure Michigan 
is prepared for future extreme weather events and 
changing system conditions.

Dan Scripps Appointed to 
MPSC  
 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has appointed Dan Scripps, 
of Northport, to the Michigan Public Service 
Commission. 
 
“I have full confidence that Dan Scripps will ensure 
we have a reliable and affordable energy supply 
to keep our economy moving and keep families 
safe,” Whitmer said. “We need to continuously find 
innovative ways to keep the lights on and the heat 
flowing, and Dan is the right guy for the job.” 
 
Dan Scripps currently serves as the Midwest 
policy program director for Energy Foundation.  
Hewill succeed Rachael Eubanks who has resigned 
for a term expiring July 2, 2023 following her 
appointment as State Treasurer. 
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Michigan Energy News

Wind Continues to 
Dominate Renewable 
Energy Generation in 
Michigan
Wind generation continues to be the primary source 
of alternative energy in Michigan, according to the 
Michigan Public Service Commission’s ninth annual 
report on renewable power.

Utility-scale wind turbine projects generated 69 
percent of the approximately 3,000 megawatts of 
nameplate capacity in 2018, the same as the previous 
year, according to the Report on the Implementation 
and Cost-Effectiveness of the P.A. 295 Renewable 
Energy Standard. Solar installations generated 4 
percent of renewable power, up from 3 percent the 
previous year.

Among the other renewable energy power sources, 
hydroelectric facilities generated 12 percent, biomass, 
7 percent; landfill gas, 5 percent; and municipal solid 
waste, 3 percent.

There are 25 utility-scale wind projects in Michigan, 
generating 1,925 megawatts of power. Four more are 
planned, totaling more than 555 megawatts of new 
wind generation:
•	 Pine River Wind, Gratiot and Isabella counties, 

161.3 megawatts, operational this year.
•	 Cross Winds III, Tuscola County, 76 megawatts, 

operational in 2020.
•	 Gratiot Farms, Gratiot County, 150 megawatts, 

operational in 2020.
•	 Polaris Wind Park, Gratiot County, 168 

megawatts, operational in 2020.
•	 Other findings from the annual report:
•	 Since the passage of Public Act 295 in 2008, $3.4 

billion has been invested to bring more than 1,700 

megawatts of renewable energy projects online 
through 2018.

•	 The average price of renewable energy contracts 
is $68.27 per megawatt hour.

•	 The Michigan Workforce Development Agency 
and the Bureau of Labor Market Information and 
Strategic Initiatives said there were 9,800 jobs in 
the renewable and alternative energy sector as of 
the second quarter of 2018.

Under Public Act 295, electric providers were 
required to meet a 10 percent renewable energy 
standard based on retail sales by the end of 2015. 
Public Act 342 of 2016 increased the requirement 
to at least 12.5 percent for 2019 and 2020 and 15 
percent by the end of 2021. All providers subject to 
the state’s renewable energy standard met the goals.

Energy Waste Reduction 
to Save Customers $1.1 
Billion in Utility Costs
Energy waste reduction programs have saved 
nearly 1.6 million megawatt hours of electricity 
and more than 5.5 billion cubic feet of natural 
gas, according to the Michigan Public Service 
Commission’s annual report.

The 2017 Utility Energy Waste Reduction 
Programs report found 64 electric companies 
(investor-owned, cooperatives, and municipalities) 
spent a total of $220.5 of EWR programs, and gas 
utilities spent $88.1 million.

The $308.6 million spent is expected to save 
customers nearly $1.1 billion over the 12-year 
lifecycle of EWR efforts adopted in 2017. For 
every dollar spent on these programs, customers 
can realize estimated savings of $3.51.
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Energy waste reduction programs cost utilities an 
average of $16.23 per megawatt hour, compared to 
$55 per megawatt hour for building new generation 
facilities.

Utilities spent $26.8 million on energy waste 
reduction programs for qualified low-income 
residential customers. The MPSC’s EWR Low 
Income Workgroup, comprised of state agencies, 
utilities, and outside groups, began its work in 
early 2018. Its goal is to develop initiatives to 
reduce energy costs for Michigan’s low income 
customers and communities.

The Commission also established an energy waste 
reduction collaborative that includes all natural 
gas and electric providers and stakeholders to find 
ways to improve EWR plans.

The MPSC last year approved rules that allow 
rate-regulated utilities to establish programs to 
fund residential energy waste reduction projects. 
Customers can pay for the home improvements in 
monthly installments on their utility bills, known as 
on-bill financing

Michigan’s EWR standard, created in 2008 and 
amended in 2016, requires all natural gas and 
electric utility providers to implement customer 
programs to lower energy usage to reduce the 
future cost of service. 
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Michigan Energy News

Electric Consumption 
through Michigan’s 
Choice Program Increases 
in 2018, MPSC Annual 
Report Finds
Consumption of electricity by those enrolled in 
Michigan’s electric choice program grew slightly 
in 2018, according to the Michigan Public Service 
Commission’s Status of Electric Competition report.

Choice customers had approximately 1,970 
megawatts of electric demand, which is an increase 
of about 8 megawatts from 2017. The number of 
customers in the program was 5,819, down from 
5,929 the previous year, according to the report. 
Nearly all program participants were commercial and 
industrial customers, including large manufacturers, 
retailers, restaurants, healthcare facilities, and 
schools. 

The Customer Choice and Electricity Reliability Act 
of 2000 opened Michigan’s utility service market 
to competition, allowing limited customers to buy 
electricity from either their local electric supplier or 
an alternative supplier. Public Act 286 of 2008 limited 
the amount of electric load that could be designated 
through the choice program to 10 percent of an 
electric utility’s average weather-adjusted retail sales 
for the preceding calendar year.

According to the report, there were approximately 
6,654 customers in 2018 interested in participating in 
the choice program, if space became available under 
the 10 percent cap. Also, there were 24 alternative 
electric suppliers licensed by the MPSC, with nine of 
them serving customers.

The electric choice programs for Consumers Energy 
Co., DTE Electric Co., Upper Peninsula Power 

Co., Upper Michigan Energy Resource Corp., and 
Cloverland Electric Cooperative were at their 10 
percent cap throughout 2018. Information about 
electric choice participation for each utility can be 
found at their websites.

The MPSC’s Customer Choice webpage has 
customer, supplier, and program information.
Michigan is one of 20 jurisdictions with full or 
limited retail electric market restructuring in 2018.

MDEQ Outlines 
Michigan’s Commitment 
to Take Action on Climate 
Change
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
(MDEQ) director Liesl Clark has outlined the state’s 
commitment to addressing climate change at the 
Michigan Climate Action Network (MiCAN) 1st 
Annual Summit at Grand Valley State University’s 
Eberhard Center.

MiCAN is a grassroots network of groups and 
individuals working to build and mobilize around 
climate issues across the state. The summit brought 
together the public, climate advocates, activists, and 
lawmakers from across the state.

“To quote Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, ‘There’s a piece 
of the answer in all of us,’” Clark told the MiCAN 
attendees.

Clark updated attendees on Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer’s February 20, 2019, Executive Order 
reorganizing the MDEQ to the Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE), 
which will integrate the State’s mission of protecting 
the Great Lakes, providing clean drinking water 
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and addressing climate change, while continuing to 
protect public health and the environment.

On February 4, 2019 Gov. Whitmer signed an 
Executive Directive entering Michigan into the U.S. 
Climate Alliance, a bipartisan coalition of governors 
from 20 other states that have committed to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions consistent with the goals of 
the Paris Climate Agreement. On February 12, 2019, 
Wisconsin also joined the Alliance, further adding to 
the Midwest representation in the Alliance.

Governor Whitmer Signs 
Executive Order Aimed at 
Cleaning Up Michigan’s 
Drinking Water
Governor Gretchen Whitmer has signed a new 
executive order to continue moving forward on 
her commitment to create the Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), 
which will fight for clean drinking water, protect 
the Great Lakes, mitigate PFAS, and address 
climate change. The new executive order was issued 
to replace Executive Order 2019-2, which was 
voted down on a party-line vote by the Michigan 
Legislature.

“Every Michigander deserves safe, clean drinking 
water, and I’m not going to let partisan politics slow 
down the important work that needs to get done right 
now to protect public health,” said Whitmer. “That’s 
why I’m taking action to sign this new executive 
order so we can start cleaning up our drinking water, 
protect the Great Lakes, and take action to address 
climate change.” 

Executive Order 2019-6 restructures the Department 
of Environmental Quality as the Department of 

Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, which will 
be focused on improving the quality of Michigan’s 
air, land, and water, protecting public health, and 
encouraging the use of clean energy. The new 
department will serve as a full-time guardian of the 
Great Lakes, our freshwater, and our public water 
supplies. EO 2019-6 requires submission to the 
legislature and takes effect after 60 days. 

Per the order, the Environmental Science Advisory 
Board will be eliminated. The Environmental Rules 
Review Committee and the Environmental Permit 
Review Commission will remain intact while the 
governor awaits a response from the Attorney General 
on the legality of these commissions.  

Executive Order 2019-2 received strong bipartisan 
support from Michigan businesses, environmental 
groups, and advocates such as Dr. Mona Hanna-
Attisha and Governor Snyder’s former director of the 
Department of Environmental Quality, Heidi Grether.  
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U.S. Energy News

Consumer Demand Drives 
Record Year for Wind 
Energy Purchases
Fortune 500 brands and a range of other non-
utility entities, including cities and universities, are 
catalyzing America’s growing demand for renewable 
energy by purchasing a record amount of wind 
power in 2018, according to a new report released 
by the American Wind Energy Association (AWEA). 
Consumer demand combined with policy stability 
and low, stable prices helped wind power capacity 
installations rise to the third strongest quarter in the 
industry’s history.
 
AWEA’s U.S. Wind Industry Fourth Quarter 2018 
Market Report reveals that non-utility customers 
like AT&T, Walmart, ExxonMobil, and Shell Energy 
purchased a record 4,203 megawatts (MW) of wind 
power capacity in 2018 through long-term contracts, 
or Power Purchase Agreements (PPA). Contracted 
wind capacity from non-utility customers in 2018 
surged 66 percent higher than the previous high-water 
mark in 2015. Data from the Business Renewables 
Center confirms that wind provides more energy to 
corporate brands than any other renewable source.
 
“A rapidly growing number of big brands and utilities 
clearly understand that for American consumers, it’s 
no longer enough for energy to be affordable and 
reliable, it must also be clean,” said Tom Kiernan, 
CEO of AWEA. “Businesses are responding to their 
customers by seeking out the lowest-cost clean energy 
they can find to power their products and operations 
reliably. Wind power’s record-setting 2018 proves 
you really can have it all.”
 
Polls find strong public support for more wind power 
among Americans on a non-partisan basis. For 
consumer-facing brands like Budweiser, wind power 
has become both a major energy source and selling 

point. In fact, Budweiser is putting wind power right 
at the center of their Super Bowl 2019 strategy with a 
commercial titled “Wind Never Felt Better,” featuring 
Clydesdales and a dalmatian alongside wind turbines 
– set to the soundtrack of Bob Dylan’s “Blowin’ in 
the Wind.” With the ad and a new label, Budweiser 
wants customers to know every bottle of their beer is 
now brewed with 100 percent wind energy supplied 
by Enel Green Power’s Thunder Ranch wind farm 
in Oklahoma. This also further showcases Anheuser-
Busch’s ambitious 2025 Sustainability Goals, which 
guide the brewer’s industry-leading sustainability 
efforts in the U.S.
 
“As a leading brewer, Anheuser-Busch understands 
sustainability is not just related to our business, it is 
our business,” said Angie Slaughter, Vice President of 
Sustainability at Anheuser-Busch. “We are proud that 
Budweiser is the first major beer brand to be brewed 
with 100% renewable electricity from wind power; 
we hope our efforts inspire others in our pursuit for a 
more sustainable future.”
 
Wind power also continues to be a popular choice 
for major utilities who must balance ratepayer 
expectations for affordable, reliable and clean energy. 
Utilities signed contracts for 4,304 MW of wind 
power in 2018 that, when combined with non-utility 
purchases, reached the highest level on record for 
overall PPA activity with 8,507 MW in 2018.
 
Strong consumer demand and stable policy also 
helped the industry surge to its third strongest quarter 
on record for new wind power capacity additions. 
New wind farms totaling 5,944 MW were installed 
nationally in the fourth quarter of 2018, enough to 
power all the homes in Colorado or Massachusetts.
 
New wind farm installations in the fourth quarter 
were concentrated in the “American Wind Belt” 
from Texas on up through North Dakota. Notably, 
Iowa reclaimed second place for total installed wind 
capacity from Oklahoma, which had snagged the 
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spot in 2017. Texas continues to hold a wide lead in 
first place. South Dakota joined the Gigawatt Club 
of states with more than 1,000 MW of installed wind 
capacity, making it the 19th state to do so.
 
In total, the industry commissioned 7,588 MW of 
wind power capacity in 2018. There are now 96,488 
MW of cumulative installed wind capacity in the 
United States, with more than 56,800 wind turbines 
operating across 41 states.
  
“Wind power is on strong footing with trend lines–
rising consumer demand, falling costs, improving 
technology–all pointing in the right direction,” added 
AWEA CEO Tom Kiernan. “Our industry is driven 
to deliver the most competitive product possible and 
we’re confidently moving forward to further cut costs 
and advocate for improvements that bring markets 
and power grid infrastructure into the 21st Century.”
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Employment

Journeyman Line Worker

Traverse City Light & Power (TCL&P), a 
municipally owned electric utility in Traverse City, 
Michigan, is seeking an experienced Journeyman Line 
Worker. TCL&P has been providing safe and reliable 
electricity to the residents and businesses of Traverse 
City for over 100 years. Traverse City is a destination 
town located in beautiful Northern Lower 
Michigan along the shores of East Grand 
Traverse Bay and West Grand Traverse Bay, 
both of which flow into Lake Michigan. This 
area is known for its beaches and extensive 
outdoor recreational opportunities.

The Journeyman Line Worker position 
will be responsible for the operation, 
maintenance and construction of electric 
distribution, transmission, and associated 
equipment.

Educational requirements include a high 
school diploma or equivalent along with 
all the qualifications of a Journeyman Line 
Worker including a Journeyman Line 
Worker card.

Minimum two (2) years’ experience in the 
electric utility industry or related field. Must 
have and maintain a commercial driver’s 
license (CDL) with a Class A endorsement.   

Wage rate is $40.00 per hour with a 
competitive benefits package that includes 
health, dental and vision insurance, a 10% 
employer contribution to a 457 deferred 
compensation plan and a 6% employer 
contribution to a Defined Contribution 
Retirement Plan.

A detailed job description and additional 
minimum qualifications can be viewed 

at: http://www.tclp.org/Page/Careers.  Residency 
requirement: 20-mile radius from nearest City limit 
within six (6) months of hire. Please submit resume, 
cover letter, employment application and three 
professional references to TCL&P Human Resources, 
1131 Hastings, Traverse City, MI 49686 or via email 
to: kschroeder@tclp.org. Position is open until filled. 
EOE
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APPA 2019 Legislative Rally, Washington D.C.

Recently, representatives from several of MMEA’s 40 statewide members traveled to our Nation’s Capitol 
to attend the annual American Public Power Association Legislative Rally.  The Rally provides a wonderful 
opportunity through seminars and workshops for members to stay informed of crucial issues impacting our 
industry.  After attending the APPA 
seminars and workshops, MMEA 
members traveled to Capitol Hill 
to meet with U.S. Senators and 
Representatives to discuss the 
direct impact that federal action 
has at the local level.  MMEA 
also introduced Katie Abraham 
as the new Executive Director, 
while affording the outgoing 
Executive Director Jim Weeks an 
opportunity to say good-bye to 
the many friends he has worked 
with over the past 23 years.
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Board of Directors

Ray Anderson, President
City of Norway

 
Kevin Cornish, Vice President

Village of Clinton
 

Tom Tarkiewicz
City of Marshall

 
Richard Peffley

Lansing Board of Water & Light
 

Tom Richards
City of Harbor Springs

 
John Peck

Croswell Light & Power Department
 

John Griffith
City of Sturgis

 
Patty Martindale
City of Bay City

 
NON-VOTING MEMBER

Jeff Budd
Coldwater Board of Public Utilities

Dennis Hicks
Currents Editor

dennis.hicks@icloud.com

Calendar of Events
March 14, 2019	 MMEA Board of Directors Meeting, 		
	 Lansing, MI

April 11, 2019	 MMEA Board of Directors Meeting, 		
	 Lansing, MI

April 14 - 16, 2019	 APPA CEO Roundtable. Phoenix, AZ 

May 23, 2019 	 MMEA 2019 Spring Membership Meeting, 	
	 Grand Rapids, MI

July 24 - 26, 2019	 Michigan Energy Providers Conference, 	
	 Grand Hotel - Mackinac Island

Oct.  8 - 11, 2019 	 MMEA 2018 Fall Conference, 			 
	 Grand Traverse Resort, Acme, MI

Fast Facts
Ice and high winds can bring down power 
lines. Stay at least 25 feet away from any 
lines on the ground and always assume it 
is live. Call 911 or your local utility to report 
downed power lines.

If you lose power, contact your local 
provider by phone or online to report the 
outage. Be sure to tell the service provider if 
there is emergency medical equipment in the 
home. Unplug appliances and other devices 
to prevent electrical overload when power is 
restored. Source: Consumers Energy


